"The unfolding of your words gives light"

SERVICE OF PRAYER AND MISSION - A.C.T.S.
Adoration + Confession + Thanksgiving + Supplication

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

STANDING STRONG + GROWING TOGETHER + REACHING OUT
The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost August 29, 2021

AS WE GATHER

Today we consider what it means to be wise and understanding people of God. As we
examine the words of encouragement from Moses to the Israelites in Deuteronomy 4, we will
see that God’s wise and understanding people are given God’s Word and keep God’s Word.
God is near His people with His goodness and grace shown to us today in His Word and
Sacraments.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC David Garcia, organ
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP Pastor Howard Patten

MISSION PRAYER
Almighty God, Heavenly Father Your mercies are new to us each morning and your faithfulness
reaches to eternity. Today You again invite us to celebrate Your gift of life in Christ and to pray for
Your Church and world. We offer You new this day our lives, our thanks, and also the heartaches
and hopes of the world; we bring before You the names and needs of our families and friends, our
neighborhoods and our nation, our city and our world, Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your Church
and upon this Your congregation that we live with confidence the joy and healing power of Your
Son's resurrection. In the precious Name of Jesus. Amen.
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Tune: © 1982 Alberto Taulé, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005077
Text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005077

INVOCATION AND BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE
The sign of the Holy Cross may be made by all in remembrance and celebration of their baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the -l Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

ADORATION

Lord, the unfolding of Your words gives light.

Your Word imparts understanding to the simple.
Keep steady our steps according to Your promise,

and let no iniquity gain dominion over us.

Cast us not away from Your presence,

and take not Your Holy Spirit from us.

Restore to us the joy of Your salvation,

and uphold us with a willing spirit.

Psalm 119:130,133; Psalm 51:11-12

RENRFRERE

CONFESSION OF SIN AND FORGIVENESS
P} We are God's people. Through His Word, He has given us wisdom and understanding to follow His ways. Yet,
there are times when we have chosen foolishness over wisdom, willful ignorance instead of understanding.
Still, even now, our heavenly Father invites us to come to Him and ask for forgiveness.

Silence for reflection.

[P) Heavenly Father,

we have ignored Your Word. We have lived according to our own commands rather than Yours.
We have chosen the wisdom of the world instead of Your perfect wisdom. Forgive us, create in
us new hearts, and renew right spirits within us, so that we may follow where You are leading,
for the sake of Jesus. Amen.

P} Almighty God, in His infinite wisdom and grace, sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise for our sins.
Because of Jesus, the joy of our salvation is restored, and no iniquity can remain in dominion over us.
Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. We have been cleansed of our sin. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P} Let us pray. Holy Spirit, You inspired the prophets, evangelists, and apostles to write the words of the
Scriptures. Help us to cherish Your words so that they might be to our benefit for wisdom and
understanding; for You live and reign with the Father and the Son, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING (Moses’ encouragement to the Israelites) Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the just decrees that I am teaching you, and do them, that you may
live, and go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. You shall
not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD
your God that I command you. . .. ®Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding people.’ “For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the
LorD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8And what great nation is there, that has statutes and just
decrees so righteous as all this law that I set before you today?  *'Only take care, and keep your soul
diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days
of your life. Make them known to your children and your children’s children.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING (Put on the whole armor of God.) Ephesians 6:10-20

OFinally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 1!Put on the whole armor of God, that you may
be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 2For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual
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forces of evil in the heavenly places. 3Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of
truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, '°and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the
readiness given by the gospel of peace. °In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 7and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God, 8praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, °and also for me, that words may be given to

me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 2°for which I am an ambassador in chains,
that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL (What defiles a person?) Mark 7:14-23

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

14 Jesus] called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand: *There is
nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what
defile him.” 7And when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable.
18And he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a
person from outside cannot defile him, 1°since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he
declared all foods clean.) 2°And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. ?'For from within, out
of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, *’coveting, wickedness,

deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a
person.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. + And in Jesus Christ, His only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. + I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -
everlasting. Amen.
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Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005077

Tune: Public domain

SERMON

OFFERING

“Put on the Full Armor of God” - Epistle Reading

Offerings can be placed in the offering plate located on the stand while entering the church or can be mailed of given online at

www.zionelpaso.org.

OFFERTORY "Take My Life and Let it Be Consecrated" v.1,6 LSB 783
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PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING

Lord God, Heavenly Father we lift up our hearts in gratitude to you, and for all your Loving kindness we bless
your holy Name.

For life and health, for love and friendship, and for the goodness and mercy with which you have guided us
all the days of our life...

we thank you!

For the wonder and beauty of your creation, and for all things true and honorable, just and pure, lovely and
gracious...

we praise you!

For the gift of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord; for the grace and truth that have come by Him; and for his
obedience unto death, even death on a cross...

we worship you!

For His glorious resurrection and ascension to your right hand, and for His kingdom and glory and everlasting
dominion...

we glorify you!

For the Holy Spirit, the Counselor, the Lord and Giver of life; for your holy Church throughout the world; for
all the means of grace; and for the fellowship of the redeemed in heaven and on earth...

we thank you!

For the early leadership gifts to Your Church of Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors, Teachers, Deacons,
Saints, Martyrs ... and for their lives of service to You and mission to a dying world we bless Your grace and
thank You for their example to us as Servant Leaders...

we thank you!

For the Servant Leaders and the leadership gifts You have breathed so abundantly into this congregation in
the past, now in the present, and toward a promising future...

we thank you!

We lift up our thanksgiving, praise, adoration and love to You, Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.

Amen!

PRAYERS OF SUPPLICATION

P) Almighty God, because you have committed to your people the ministry of intercession hear us as we pray
for others, and fill our spirits with your grace:

For your holy Church throughout all the world, that you would pour out upon Your ministers of Word and
Sacrament the abundance of your grace and truth and that you would create in all your people a hunger for
your Word, a love for your church, a passion for your mission and a compassion for those in need, Lord in
your mercy,

Hear our prayer

(P} For the nations and for our nation, especially our president Joe Biden, Congress, our state, city, and county
leaders that you would breathe on them the spirit of peace and understanding: For those in authority, that
you would inspire in them a true desire for peace, a zeal for Justice, a heart for the weak, and a love of
concord, Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer

P) For all the schools and colleges of our nation and world; for all who teach in them and all who learn, that in
humility of heart they may ever look to you, the fountain of all wisdom, Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer

P} For all in sickness and distress that you would give strength to the weary, relief to the suffering, and comfort
to the dying ... today heavenly Father we remember before your throne of grace particularly ....... Lord in
your mercy,

Hear our prayer

P) (Here other supplications may be offered)

P} For all your servants who have departed this life in your faith and fear we give you our highest thanks, and
we pray you to give us grace to follow them as they followed Christ. Bring us, with them, into your eternal
kingdom of peace and life and “to those things which eye has not seen, nor ear heard, through Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord.

Amen



LORD'S PRAYER
(P)] Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

MORNING PRAYER
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every
evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over

me. Amen.

BENEDICTION
P} Go out into the world in Christ’s peace; have courage; hold to what is good; return no one evil for evil;
strengthen the faint-hearted; support the weak; help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the
Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. And Almighty God the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless you. (Romans 12:9-12)
Amen.
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Text and tune: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005077

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service
Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.

David Garcia, organ



Offerings

You can contribute offerings using any of the following methods:

In-Person donations: You can place your donation in the offering plate as you enter the sanctuary or in the
secure box as you exit after the service.

Online donations: You can make a secure contribution from your credit card or bank account

at www.zionelpaso.org. We use Vanco, a reputable agency which specializes in donations to churches and
nonprofits. Your contribution can be set up to be recurring, such as each week or month, or as a one-time
donation.

Mail donations: Mail your check to the Zion church office at 2808 Pershing Drive, El Paso, TX 79903. The mail
is checked every day.

Donations via an app: If you prefer using your phone or tablet, you can download the Vanco Give Plus
app. You can easily set up an account and donate through the app.

Your offerings and support are crucial to our congregation and we are very grateful for your support!
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Offering Envelopes. If you would like a box of weekly offering envelopes for 2021, please 3 N 4
call Shirley Batts or the church office at (915) 566-4667. ek @

Altar Flowers today are given to the glory of God. Thanks be to God for His countless = =) Q
blessings! :

Grow in the Word Sunday! On Sunday, September 12", we will have an
informational event on the upcoming Bible studies at Zion! We will have information
booths and sign-up opportunities for each of our Bible studies set up in the church auditorium.
You will have an opportunity to learn about the topics for each Bible study, ask the group
leaders any questions you have, and seek ways to grow in the Word!

Good Luck, Mariachi San Pablo! Pastor Stephen and Mariachi San Pablo are currently in South Dakota to
perform for other LCMS communities. We wish them luck as they bless the ears of many with their joyful music!

Welcome, Pastor Patten! While Pastor Stephen is away with Mariachi San Pablo, Pastor Howard Patten is
leading our worship services. We are so grateful that Pastor Patten continues to be a strong part of our church! As
a result, there will be no outdoor service on Sunday, September 5, 2021. The only worship service will be
indoors at 10:30am.

+ + +
ZION STEWARDSHIP OF + TIME + TALENT + TREASURE
Preacher & Liturgist: Pastor Howard Patten
Organist: David Garcia
Reader: Valerie Rasmussen
Acolyte: Victoria Ochoa
Camera Operator: Alex Sanchez
Sound Director: Brenna Rodriguez
Offering Counters: Mike & Claudia Vrahnos
THIS WEEK AT ZION
9/5 Sunday 9:15 AM Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM Worship Service with Communion




This Week’s Memory Verse: August 23-29, 2021

“The unfolding of your
words gives light”

Psalm
119:130

Zion Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10:00am-3:00pm

Stephen E. Heimer, Pastor
David Garcia, Music Director
Andrew Batts, Administrative Assistant
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