“Loving Like God”

Week Of May 3-9, 2021
Zion Lutheran Church, El Paso, Texas

Repetition yields memorization, contemplation, and deeper understanding. Draw from these scriptures, prayers,
catechetical materials, and hymn(s) throughout your week of personal and family devotion, prayer, or homeschool
family instruction. Then let them resonate in new ways as we all gather together in worship on Sunday.

MEMORY VERSE John 15:12
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

MEMORY PSALM Psalm 146:1-5
!Praise the LorD! Praise the LorD, O my soul!
2 will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
“When his breath departs he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish.
>Blesséd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LoRrRD his God,

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT
Honor your father and your mother. - What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not
despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.

THE LORD'S PRAYER - THE INTRODUCTION
Our Father who art in heaven. - What does this mean? With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that
He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him
as dear children ask their dear father.

TABLE OF DUTIES To Children and To Parents: Ephesians 6:1-4
IChildren, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2*Honor your father and mother” (this is the first
commandment with a promise), 3“that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” *Fathers,
do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

FIRST READING (People from every nation are accepted by God.) Acts 10:34-48
34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 3*but in every nation

anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word that he sent to Israel,
preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 3’you yourselves know what happened
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed
by the devil, for God was with him. 3°And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and
in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, “®but God raised him on the third day and made
him to appear, “'not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank
with him after he rose from the dead. “?And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. “*To him all the prophets bear witness that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” **While Peter was still saying these
things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. °And the believers from among the circumcised who had
come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. “For they
were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 4“Can anyone withhold water for
baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” ¥And he commanded them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.



EPISTLE (The victory of Christ overcomes the world.) 1 John 5:1-8

IEveryone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves

whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey

his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are

not burdensome. “For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has

overcome the world—our faith. *Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the

Son of God? °This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and

the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. ’For there are three that testify:

8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.

HOLY GOSPEL (Obeying Christ’'s commands and remaining in His love) John 15:9-17
°[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. °If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.
UThese things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 2"This is my
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. '3Greater love has no one than this, that someone
lays down his life for his friends. *You are my friends if you do what I command you. >No longer do I call you
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have
heard from my Father I have made known to you. '®You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you. “These things I command you, so that you will love one another.”

HYMN "Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings" v.1,3 LSB 782
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Through the shar-ing of Your bless-ings May bring glo-ry to Your name.

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005077; Tune: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that are right and
by Your merciful guiding accomplish them.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



RECOGNITION OF MOTHERS

hymn "For All the Faithful Women" LSB 855
Since 1870, the second Sunday in May has been designated as a time to honor mothers in the United States. In
more recent times, expressions of appreciation and honor have been extended to grandmothers, great-
grandmothers, and all women whose contributions to the well-being of children have enriched society. Through

the ages, many women have been remembered and honored by the Church. The hymn “For All the Faithful
Women" celebrates Christian women throughout the centuries, thanking God for them.
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To You their lives bore wit-ness, Pro-claimed Your pow’r to save.

Text: © 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005077; Tune: Public domain
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Tune: Public domain; Text: © 2015 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110005077



