"By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us"

SERVICE OF PRAYER AND MISSION

STANDING STRONG + GROWING TOGETHER + REACHING OUT

The Fourth Sunday Of Easter April 25, 2021

AS WE GATHER

Of all the animals that could have been used to portray humanity, does it feel
strange to be called a sheep? After all, it is not the most honorable creature. There
are no defense mechanisms to escape a predator, no intimidating roar, and limited
ability to fend for one’s self when it comes to seeking nourishment, water, and
safety. Yet these things reveal the point we are called to understand. It may not be
good to be a sheep on our own, but it is great to be a sheep with a Good Shepherd
to care for the flock. Jesus is our perfect shepherd who protects and defends, feeds
and nourishes, leads and provides all we need in this body and life. Together as His
flock, we are blessed to follow Him as by His Word and Means of Grace He leads us
to streams of living water and paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP

David Garcia, organ
Pastor Richard Schlak

OPENING HYMN
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"Shepherd of Tender Youth" v.1,3-4 Lutheran Service Book 864
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And here our chil - dren bring To join Your praise.
Our plea do not dis - dain; Help from a - bove.
Lead us where You have trod; Make our faith strong.

INVOCATION AND BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE

The sign of the Holy Cross + may be made by all in remembrance and celebration of their baptism
(P] In the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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This is the day which the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.

Teach me Your paths.

Sanctify us in Your truth.

Your Word is truth.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

the name of the Lord is to be praised.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 23, John 10:11

(P] The LorD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures.

Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, we confess to You that we have been ungrateful for all You give
us to sustain our bodies and lives. Forgive us, Good Shepherd.

P) He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s
sake.

Like sheep, we are distracted and tend to wander and scatter. We forget who we are as
baptized children of God and fail to respond to Your shepherding in our lives. Forgive us, Good
Shepherd.

P)] Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your
rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

We confess that in difficult times of life, we sometimes struggle to be confident in Your
presence and protection, seeking to find our own comfort. Forgive us, Good Shepherd.

P] You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup
overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house
of the LORD forever.

As we journey through this sinful world, we overlook the goodness and mercy that flow into our
lives from You. Forgive us, Good Shepherd.

P) Jesus, our Good Shepherd, hears our cries and says to us, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down His life for the sheep.” Receive the forgiveness won for You through Christ’s laying down His life and
rising from death in victory. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Thanks be to God.

ENTRANCE HYMN "I Am Jesus' Little Lamb" LSB 740
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to His breast, There with - in  His arms to rest.

Text and tune: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P) Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep,
grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who
calls us each by name and follow where He leads;
P) through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE

FIRST LESSON (Peter and John witness before the council.) Acts 4:1-12

As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon
them, 2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from
the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. *But
many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.

>0n the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, éwith Annas the high
priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. And when they had
set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with
the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if we are being examined today concerning a
good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and
to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you,
the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE LESSON (Love one another.) 1 John 3:16-24

16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
17But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does
God’s love abide in him? 8Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 2°for whenever our heart
condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 2'Beloved, if our heart does not condemn
us, we have confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his
commandments and do what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 2*Whoever keeps his commandments
abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSE

Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells.
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GOSPEL LESSON (Jesus the Good Shepherd) John 10:11-18

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

H[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a
hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 3He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for
the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, '°just as the Father knows me and
I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 1“For this reason
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. ®No one takes it from me, but I lay
it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I
have received from my Father.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY "How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds" v.1-2,4 LSB 524
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SERMON
OFFERING “Be Not Afraid” David Garcia, soloist
OFFERTORY "Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated" v.1,3-5 LSB 783
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1 Take my life and let it be Con-se-crat - ed, Lord, to Thee;
3 Take my voice and let me sing Al-ways,on - ly for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, Not a mite would I with - hold;
5 Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no long-er mine;
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Take my mo-ments and my days, Let them flow 1in cease-less praise.
Take my lips and let them be Filled with mes - sag - es from Thee.
Take my in - tel - lect and use Ev - ’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.
Take myheart, it is Thineown, It shall be  Thy roy - al throne.

Tune and text: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word "Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our president, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may be
upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who
sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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COLLECT FOR THE MORNING
Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You graciously provide for all our needs
of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your goodness, give
thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience all our days; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

LORD'S PRAYER
P] Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy nhame, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

MORNING PRAYER (Martin Luther)
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night
from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that
all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and
all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

BENEDICTION

By this we know love,

that He laid down His life for us.

“I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord.

The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do His will,
working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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CLOSING HYMN

"Crown Him With Many Crowns" v.1,3-4 LSB 525
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Tune and text: Public domain

ter - nal life to bring And

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

lives that death may die.

David Garcia, organ

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.



Offerings

You can contribute offerings using three main methods:

Online donations: You can make a secure contribution from your credit card or bank account

at www.zionelpaso.org. We use Vanco, a reputable agency which specializes in donations to churches and
nonprofits. Your contribution can be set up to be recurring, such as each week or month, or as a one-time
donation.

Mail donations: Mail your check to the Zion church office at 2808 Pershing Drive, El Paso, TX 79903. The mail
is checked every day.

Donations via an app: If you prefer using your phone or tablet, you can download the Vanco Give Plus
app. You can easily set up an account and donation through the app.

Your offerings and support are crucial to our congregation and we are very grateful for your support!

+ + +
ZION STEWARDSHIP OF + TIME + TALENT + TREASURE
Preacher & Liturgist: Pastor Richard Schlak
Organist: David Garcia
Elder: Jim Smith
Reader: Peggy Djerf
Camera Operator: Andrew Batts
Sound Director: Brenna Rodriguez
Offering Counter: Sharon Amastae
THIS WEEK AT ZION

4/26  Monday 7:00 PM Berea Bible Study
4/27  Tuesday 1:30 PM LWML Meeting

7:00 PM Eastside Bible Study
4/28 Wednesday 6:30 PM Elders Meeting
4/29  Thursday 7:00 PM “Acts” Bible Study
5/2 Sunday 9:15 AM “Exodus” Bible Study

10:30 AM Worship Service



http://www.zionelpaso.org/

Altar Flowers today are given by Sharon and Jon Amastae in celebration of the birthday of their daughter
Laura. Thanks be to God for His many blessings!

Thank you, Pastor Richard Schlak, for leading our worship and Bible study this Sunday!

Zion’s LWML will meet this coming Tuesday, April 27th, at 1:30 p.m., on Zoom: Sharon Amastae will
present the Devotion and we will be discussing our upcoming Summer Project, as
well as have a report from the Nominating Committee. All the ladies of Zion are
invited to attend. The Zoom link and the Meeting Agenda has been sent to members.
For more information, please contact Lydia Williams or the Church Office. See you at
the meeting!

Altar Flower Sign-Up. Now is the time to reserve your special Sundays to donate altar
flowers! You can add your name to the calendar at the back of the sanctuary, or you can
call or email the church office and we will add it for you! Consider recognizing an
anniversary, birthday, or other special event, or just thank God for his many blessings! An
altar bouquet costs $20. You may donate either one or two arrangements. You can pay
for the flowers closer to the time you have requested. We will check with you about any
special dedications before the bulletin is printed that week. After the service, you are
welcome to take the flowers home! If you wish, we will see that they are given to
someone who could use a little love and know that we are thinking about them.

YLM Gala. Thank you for the great donations for the YLM fundraiser! We're now in the process
of setting up the raffle and silent auction. Our virtual fundraiser will be available on May 1st
v at: go.rallyup.com/ylm2021. You'll find a fun and secure site where you
'\tht(C AND can support YLM Human Care projects and win great prizes! The auction and
S{(nd Luelion raffle will be open from May 1st to May 8th. Questions? Please contact
soarsve Sharon Amastae at 915-203-1501.

Join Any Zion Bible Study from Home!

We are working to continue being a channel for the Holy Spirit through God's word,
and to help keep our Zion family connected.
All are invited, please contact the Zion office for login information or questions.
Never attended an online meeting? No problem! Call 915.566.4667 for assistance.

Saence a%
Savior &
“GOD FIGHTS * PROVOKING

FOR YOU”
The Book of Exodus

PROVERBS



http://go.rallyup.com/ylm2021

This Week’'s Memory Verse: April 19-25, 2021
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This week’s memory verse:

Zion Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10:00am—3:00pm

Visit our website: zionelpaso.org
Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/zionlutheranelpaso/

Z|ON
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
2800 Pershing Dr. El Paso, Texas 79903

(915) 566-4667 + info@zionelpaso.org
www.zionelpaso.org
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