"From everlasting to everlasting you are God."

NEW YEAR'S EVE PRAYER AND PRAISE

ZION/LUTHERANICHURCH

STANDING STRONG + GROWING TOGETHER + REACHING OUT

New Year's Eve December 31, 2020
AS WE GATHER St
As the world rings in the New Year, there are many things to consider from 2020. We & Stl n
consider those who have died in the past year. We consider our own sins and failures. But \3 (f
we also consider all of the ways in which Jesus has continued to lead and guide us. On this > > O @)
night, we remember the love of Christ that sustains us through each passing year, and we (D
pray His blessing on another year of grace.
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OPENING HYMN "O God, Our Help in Ages Past" v.1,3-4,6 LSB 733
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1 O God, our help in a-ges past, Our hope for years to come,
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood Or earth re-ceived her frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in Thy sight Are like an eve-ning gone,
6 O God, our help in a-ges past, Our hope for years to come,
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Our shel - ter from the storm-y blast, And our e - ter - nal home:
From ev - er - last - ing Thou art God, To end-less years the same.
Short as the watch that ends the night Be - fore the ris - ing sun.
Be Thou our guard while trou-bles last And our e - ter - nal home!

Text and tune: Public domain

INVOCATION

P) In the name of the Father and of the -I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - Iu - mine Your Church.
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Joy - ous light of glo - ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav -en - ly, ho - ly,
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be-ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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ev - €L @) Son of God, O Giv-er of life:
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the wu - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry



THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT
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Blesseéd are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day  and apillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre - a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.
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A - men.

PSALM 141:14, 8
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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(M O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri - fice.

h | e [————— \
Y T = ey S
H)—eo o3 o® o o ]
5 S L

@ Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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(D Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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@ But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref - uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Let us pray. Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and commend to
Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the New Year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we
may always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy



PSALM 90:1-12 Psalm 90:1-12; antiphon: v. 17

1Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 2Before the mountains were brought
forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are
God.

) 3You return man to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!” 4For a thousand years in your sight are but as
yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.

5You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the
morning: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.

P) “For we are brought to an end by your anger; by your wrath we are dismayed. 8You have set our iniquities
before you, our secret sins in the light of your presence.

9For all our days pass away under your wrath; we bring our years to an end like a sigh.1°The
years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their span is but toil and
trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.

P} Who considers the power of your anger, and your wrath according to the fear of you?

1280 teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.

HYMN "When Peace, Like a River" LSB 763
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1 When peace, like a riv - er, at - tend - eth my way; When

2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, Let

3 He lives— oh, the bliss of this glo - ri- ous thought; My

4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, The
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sor - rows, like sea bil-lows, roll; What-ev - er my lot, Thou hast
this blest as - sur-ance con-trol, That Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, Is nailed to His cross, and I
clouds be rolled back as a scroll, The trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, It is  well, it is well with my soul.
help - less es - tate And hath shed His ownblood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de-scend; E - ven so it is well with my soul.

A Refrain
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It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.

Text and tune: Public domain

OLD TESTAMENT READING (In returning and rest, you shall be saved.) Isaiah 30:8-17

8And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a book, that it may be for the time to come as a
witness forever. °For they are a rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the instruction of the
LorD; %who say to the seers, “"Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak to
us smooth things, prophesy illusions, !leave the way, turn aside from the path, let us hear no more about the
Holy One of Israel.” ?Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Because you despise this word and trust in
oppression and perverseness and rely on them, 3therefore this iniquity shall be to you like a breach in a high
wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; %and its breaking is like
that of a potter’s vessel that is smashed so ruthlessly that among its fragments not a shard is found with which to
take fire from the hearth, or to dip up water out of the cistern.” >For thus said the Lord Gob, the Holy One of
Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were
unwilling, 1éand you said, “No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away; and, “We will ride upon
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swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift. ’A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; at the threat of
five you shall fleg, till you are left like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE (Nothing can separate us from God’s love.) Romans 8:31b-39

If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how
will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. 3*Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at
the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 3>Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 3¢As it is written, “For your
sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 3’No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 3nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL (Stay dressed for action. Be ready.) Luke 12:35-40

3[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 3%and be like men who are waiting for
their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he
comes and knocks. 3/Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to
you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he
comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 3°But know this,
that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house
to be broken into. 4°You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

SERMON "Another Year of Grace"
OFFERING

NEW YEAR PRAISES

Sing to the Lord a new song,

for He has done marvelous things.

As we enter a New Year, we sing to the Lord a new song,

for He has done marvelous things.

As we struggle through division, we look to Christ for unity, and we sing to the Lord a new song,

for He has done marvelous things.

As we consider our sins and failures of the past year, we look to Christ for forgiveness, and we sing to the
Lord a new song,

for He has done marvelous things.

As we seek to love our neighbors and enemies, we look to Christ for guidance, and we sing to the Lord a
new song,

for He has done marvelous things.

As we run the race set before us, we look to Christ for endurance, and we sing to the Lord a new song,
for He has done marvelous things.

As we mourn those who have died in the past year, we look to Christ for comfort, and we sing to the Lord a
new song,

for He has done marvelous things.
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P] As we lay down our brokenness at the foot of the cross, we look to Christ for victory, and we sing to the Lord

a new song,
for He has done marvelous things. Amen.

NEW YEAR PRAYERS

COLLECT FOR PEACE
P] O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
(P) Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
P] The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the *I- Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN "Great is Thy Faithfulness" LSB 809
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1 Great is Thy faith - ful - ness, O God my Fa - ther;
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har - vest,
3 Par - don for sin and a peace that en - dur - eth,
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There is no shad - ow of turn - ing with Thee.
Sun, moon, and stars in their cours - es a - Dbove
Thine own dear pres - ence to cheer and to guide;
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Thou chang - est not: Thy com - pas - sions, they fail not;
Join with all na - ture in man - 1 - fold wit- ness
Strength for  to - day and bright hope for to - mor-row,
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As Thou hast been, Thou for - ev - er  wilt be.
To Thy great faith - ful-ness, mer - cy, and love.
Bless -ings all mine, with ten thou - sand be - side!
Refrain
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Great is Thy faith-ful-ness! Great is Thy  faith-ful-ness!
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Morn-ing by morn - ing new mer - cies I see;
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All T have need - ed Thy hand hath pro - vid - ed;
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Great 1s Thy  faith - ful-ness, Lord, un - to me!
Text: Public domain
Tune: Public domain
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