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"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 
I will fear no evil for thou art with me" 

 

THE FUNERAL SERVICE OF 
KARMA LYNN ANDERSON SMITH 

 

Zion Lutheran Church, El Paso, Texas August 7, 2020 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC & VIDEO David Garcia, organ 
The video can also be viewed at www.zionelpaso.org/karmasmith 

 
WELCOME Pastor Stephen Heimer 

 
HYMN OF COMFORT AND PRAISE "Beautiful Savior" LSB 537 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION AND BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P As a father shows compassion to his children 
C so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. 
P For he knows how we are made; he remembers that we are dust. 
C As for us, our days are like grass; we flourish like a flower 
P the wind passes over us, we are gone, our place is known no more 
C But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, and 

his righteousness upon their children’s children, to those who keep faith with His promises. 
(Psalm 103) 

P In Holy Baptism Karma was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that covered all her sin. St. Paul 
says: “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death?” (Romans 6:3) 

C "We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a 
resurrection like His." (Romans 6:4-5) 

The urn is covered with the funeral pall as a symbol of Christ’s righteousness and the eternal life that clothed Karma when 
she was baptized. 
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PSALM 98 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 
 for he has done marvelous things! 
His right hand and his holy arm 
 have worked salvation for him. 
The LORD has made known his salvation; 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
 to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen 
 the salvation of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 
 with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 the world and those who dwell in it! 
Let the rivers clap their hands; 
 let the hills sing for joy together 
before the LORD, for he comes 
 to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
 and the peoples with equity. 
 

VIDEO "I Was There To Hear Your Borning Cry" sung by family friend, Joilyn George 
The video can also be viewed at www.zionelpaso.org/karmasmith 

 
HYMN OF BAPTISMAL PROMISE "Amazing Grace" LSB 744 
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THE PROMISES OF GOD IN HOLY SCRIPTURE 
 

PSALM OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD Psalm 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me 
beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 

SONG "Make Me a Channel of Your Peace"  sung by David Garcia 
 

EPISTLE READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 
 13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as 
others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God 
will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we 
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the 
Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 

HYMN OF PROMISE "What a Friend We Have in Jesus" LSB 770 
 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
GOSPEL READING John 3:16–17 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess 

our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF RESURRECTION PEACE “How Great Thou Art” LSB 801 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005077 

 
MEDITATION 

 
 1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If 
it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to 
where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. (John 14:1-6) 
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PASTORAL PRAYERS 
P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead. 
P Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one communion in the mystical body of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to Your whole Church in heaven and on earth Your light and peace. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Receive our thanks for Karma and for all the blessings You bestowed on her in this earthly life. Bring us at 

last to our heavenly home that with her we may see You face to face in the joys of paradise. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Give to Karma's family, and to all who mourn, comfort in their grief and a sure confidence in Your loving care 

that, casting all their sorrow on You, they may know the consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and find comfort in the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality to light. We give 

You thanks that by His death He destroyed the power of death and by His resurrection He opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in the confidence that because He lives we shall live also, 
and that neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able to separate us from Your 
love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WORDS FROM FAMILY AND FRIENDS Jessica Batts 
Andrew Batts 

Mark Anderson 
Charles Rotche’  

 
NUNC DIMITTIS 

P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and 
whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 
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P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and 

whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 
 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 
P Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the arms of Your mercy and bring them 

home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting life and a joyful reunion with 
Karma and all whom we love who have died in the faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
HYMN OF RESURRECTION VICTORY "Lift High the Cross" LSB 837 
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Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005077 

 

POSTLUDE  

 

Karma Lynn Smith 
 
Karma Lynn Anderson was born on April 9, 1941 in Reno, Nevada - the 
youngest child of Walter and Ella Anderson.  She was raised in Reno with a 
loving relationship to her many extended family and close friends. Karma 
attended the University of Nevada - Reno in September 1959, where, on 
her first day of college, she met the love of her life, Jim Smith, in a social 
dance PE class.  Karma and Jim were married on June 22, 1963.  Shortly 
thereafter, they became an “Army Family” and began an amazing 30-year 
military career full of worldwide adventures.  They had several tours at Fort 
Bliss, which led to a decision to stay in El Paso after their retirement from 
the Army in 1994.   Karma had a full life built around her Faith, her Family, her Friends, and her 
Community.  If you knew Karma, you loved Karma, and she loved you. She was an accomplished artist 
and loved to draw and paint.   She was also a very active member of Zion Lutheran Church in El Paso 
for over 35 years.  Karma had a strong faith and was devoted to her Lord Jesus.  She had a massive 
stroke on July 21, 2020 and her Lord called her home the next day.  She will be remembered for her 
love of family and friends, her warm personality, and her sense of humor.  It is difficult to think of a 
time when she did not have a smile on her face.  Karma was preceded in death by her parents and her 
sister, Shirley.  She is survived by her loving husband, Jim Smith; her brother, Walter Anderson 
(Sheryl); her daughter, Shirley Batts (Jerry); her grandchildren Jessica Batts and Andrew Batts, her 
bonus grandchildren, Melissa Reifman (Jason) and Amanda Batts; and her six Godchildren - Paul 
Anderson (Tracy), Mark Anderson (Laura), David Anderson, Stephen Anderson (Ete’), Mary Lynn Bliven 
and Charles Rotche’ (Sharlee).   



 8 

 


